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of scene-designing for the stage, possibly to oblige his friend and pupil Euripides. In his case, as in that of his predecessors, only fragments of his philosophic writings have been preserved, and the connection of certain portions of his teaching as they have come down to us remains somewhat uncertain.
With respect to the constitution of the universe we 119 have the following: " Origination and destruction are phrases which are generally misunderstood among the Greeks. Nothing really is originated or destroyed ; the only processes which actually take place are combination and separation of elements already existing. 120 These elements we are to conceive as having been in a state of chaos at first, infinite in number and infinitely small, forming in their immobility a confused and characterless unity. About this chaos was spread the air and aether, infinite also in the multitude of their particles, and infinitely extended. Before separation commenced there was no clear colour or appearance in anything, whether of moist or dry, of hot or cold, of bright or dark, but only an infinite number of the seeds of things, having concealed in them all manner of forms and colours and savours."
There  is  a  curious  resemblance  in this to the
opening verses of Genesis, "The earth was without
form and void, and darkness was upon the face of
.the, deep."     Nor is the next step in his philosophy
without its resemblance to that in the Biblical record.